How You Can Be Imbued
With the POWER of God!

The Church in apostolic days was FILLED WITH POWER! Today,
Christians are spiritually lifeless. Why? What has happened
that we seem to be cut off from the source of that power?

EWS FLASHES constantly bombard
us with reports of undreamed-
of, new powers unleashed by

science. Never has the world had in its
grasp more stupendous powers than it
has today.

Nations are stockpiling horrifying
weapons of unbelievable power in a mad
race for survival. Manufacturers are
building machines with ever-increasing
power output to satisfy the power-
hungry buying public. Health food
addicts are peddling new, powerful
potions guaranteed to rejuvenate the
impotent and the aged. Even the
churches are selling people on new ways
to tap “hidden powers” lying dormant
within them.

Yet people today are more spiritually
empty, lifeless and LACKING IN POWER
than ever before! The churches seem
to be destitute of any real spiritual
power!

Why?

What has gone wrong? Are we miss-
ing the real source of POWER that
imbued the original Church in apostolic
days?

The SOURCE of that Power

There is a reason why people are
spiritually empty, dissatisfied, frustra-
ted. Pecople have been seeking the
wrong source of power! The churches
are looking to material substitutes, to
psychological panaceas. But they are not
looking to the REAL SOURCE OF POWER
which filled the apostles and the whole
Church in apostolic days!

Notice the source of that power:

“May the God of your hope so FILL
you with all joy and peace in your faith,
that you may be overflowing with hope,
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by the POWER OF THE HOLY

SPIRIT”! (Romans 15:13, Moffan
translation.)
Notice it! “Filled”! Filled with

what? — “with all joy and peace”! By
what power? “BY THE POWER OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT”!

The inspired, original New Testa-
ment Church was filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit. We don’t see that
today. Instead, we see either insipid
pseudo-spirituality or uncontrolled
human emotionalism masquerading as
the power of God.

Consider what mighty spiritual power
overflowed the Church in apostolic
days: “And when they” — the inspired
Church — “had prayed, the place was
shaken where they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and they spake the
word of God with boldness” (Acts
4:31).

Inspired preaching — not soft, purr-
ing sermons — came from the apostles!
Where do you see that kind of power in
today’s churches? This was not some
kind of uncontrolled, pseudo-spiritual,
humanly generated, emotional ecstasy
often witnessed in evangelistic cam-
paigns. This was the real power of God
— not a counterfeit, uncontrolled
emotionalism.

World in Utter Confusion

But why are inspired, powerful,
spiritual-minded sermons not generally
heard today? Have the churches LosT
coNTAacT with the Holy Spirit of God?
How many professing Christians really
know what the Holy Spirit is — why
they need it — and how they can receive
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it? And how many really know when
they have received the Holy Spirit?

How many really belicve that God
acts upon or operates in human lives
through the Holy Spirit?

Why do almost none of the churches
and ministers agree about what the
Holy Spirit 757 — or about why we
need the Holy Spirit?

Isn’t it about time we understood the
truth about this most vital subject?

Preaching About a Counterfeit
Spirit

Most people are totally unaware of
Paul’s WARNING that there would be
MANY false churches preaching differ-
ent doctrines about the Holy Spirit —
deceiving the many into accepting a dif-
ferent spirit from the one, true Holy
Spirit revealed in Scripture.

Notice: “But I fear” — Paul was sor-
rowed, he knew what was coming in
our day — “lest somehow, as the ser-
pent beguiled Eve in his craftiness,
YOUR THOUGHTS should be CORRUPTED
from the simplicity and the purity that
is toward the Christ” — Christ’s doc-
trine is simple, when we understand it
— it is not a theological mystery!

Continuing with II Cor. 11:3-4:
“For if he who cometh” — any false
minister coming in the name of Christ
— “preacheth ANOTHER Jesus” —
the world is filled with the preaching
of a DIFFERENT Jesus who was born,
who died and rose at a DIFFERENT time
than the true Messiah, a different Jesus
who rejected the Father's immutable
laws — “whom we did not preach” —
says Paul — “or ye receive a DIFFER-
ENT SPIRIT, which ye did not receive”
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— from the preaching of the apostles
-— “ye bear well with him” — or accept
him (Moffast translation).

That is what has happened today!
Paul warned about receiving a “DIF-
FERENT spPriT” and “a DIFFERENT
GOSPEL.”

THIS PROPHETIC WARNING FROM
PAUL HAS ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED!
The world has accepted a DIFFERENT
spirit — the spirit of error, not the
spirit of truth.

Professing Christianity is split asun-
der by hundreds of different denomina-
tions preaching different doctrines from
those of the inspired apostles of Jesus
Christ. It is time we face facts squarely
and look into the Bible to see what
God reveals about His HoLy SpiriT.

How to Receive the Holy Spirit

There is only ONE Holy Spirit —
only one source of divine spiritual
power. Without it we will never gain
eternal life!

How do we receive it?

Open your Bible to Luke 11:13. Here
are Jesus’ own words: “If ye therefore,
being evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more shall
the Father who is in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”

Observe that the Holy Spirit is a
GIFT. It is called a gift in Acts 10:45
and 11:17. Then the Holy Spirit is not
something we were born with, nor is it
anything we earn. It is the source of
spiritual power we need, but which we
receive as a GIFT upon asking God for
it.

But how do we know that God hears
us when we ask Him in prayer? Here is
“Whatever we ask we
receive of him, because we keep his
commandments and Do the things pleas-
ing in his sight. And this is his com-
mandment, that we should believe on
the name of the Son Jesus Christ, and
LOVE one another, even as he gave us
commandment” (I John 3:22-23).

Notice that we must not only repent
and believe in Jesus Christ, but we must
also obey the Father — that is what
LOVE 18. “This is the LOVE of God, that
we keep his commandments” (I John
5:3). If we perform these conditions by
surrendering onr wills unconditionally
to God, He will answer us. We can

the answer:

then receive His Holy Spirit. Observe
how this is again explained in Acts
2:38:

“And Peter said unto them: REPENT
and be baptized each of you in the
name of Jesus Christ unto remission of
your sins, and ye shall receive the GIFT
of the Holy Spirit.”

That is how! You begin by REPENT-
ING — by turning away from your past
sins through the blood of Christ, by
being baptized (immersed). You are
then unconditionally promised the Holy
Spirit. God has bound Himself to per-
form His part if you first perform
yours. You can ask God thereafter to
direct you through His Holy Spirit to
lead a new life in conformity with His
revealed Word, the Bible.

To continue. In Acts 5:32 you read:
“And we” — the apostles are speaking
— “are witnesses of these sayings; also
the Holy Spirit, which God hath given
to them that OBEY him.”

Notice the stress placed upon OBE-
DIENCE, upon submission of your mind
to the Will of God — to the Law
of God. Jesus said, “Not my will, but
thine be done” (Luke 22:42). God
expects a submissive, obedient attitude
before we receive the Holy Spirit. How
plain it is that the Holy Spirit is the
spirit of total submission and obedience
to the Father. This is the way to a full,
abundant, power-filled life!

How to Lead a Fruitful Life

How many of you feel empty and
frustrated? — feel spiritually lifeless?

Here’s how to lead a rejuvenated,
fruitful life — how to be imbued with
power!

Notice the fruit of the Spirit: “The
fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith,
gentleness, SELF-CONTROL; against such
there is no law” (Gal. 5:22). It is by
the fruits of the Spirit that you &now
you have received the Holy Spirit of
God. “By their fruits shall ye know,”
said Jesus (Matt. 7:20).

The first fruit is LOVE. Love is the
greatest spiritual power on earth. “The
love of God hath been shed abroad in
our hearts hrough the Holy Spirit
given us,” says Paul in Romans 5:5.
What is the love of God?

“Love is the fulfilling of the law” is

Paul’s answer in Romans 13:10. Love is
a godly, spiritual force, imparted by the
Holy Spirit, that channels the human
will into obedience — obedience to
God’s Law. If you love God, you will
— by the power of God, not by your
human strength — be keeping 4/l His
commandments — i/ ten of them.

No one who continnes to break
God’s Law of love has reccived the
Spirit of God or has the POWER of God
working in him! That means that mil-
lions of deceived, but sincere professing
Christians who have not surrendered
their wills to God and who do not keep
all the ten commandments have never
received the Spirit of God — they are
still UNCONVERTED — and they never
will be converted until they yield to
God’s spiritual Law of LOVE.

The other fruits of the Spirit, men-
tioned by Paul in Galatians 5:22,
amplify the attitude of love. Obedience
to God is not harsh and cruel and
unyielding — it is a joy, it is peaceable
and gentle, it expresses itself in SELF-
CONTROL. SELF-CONTROL is the key to
real spiritual power. Most people can-
not be filled with spiritual power
because they have not been willing to
exercise self-control. Uncontrolled power
is worse than no power at all.

I know that this is hard to believe.
Some of you probably were taught that
you cannot receive the Holy Spirit until
you work up your emotions — until you
REJECT God’s Law. That deceptive
teaching results from hearing a differ-
ent gospel than Jesus preached. That is
the way of Cain who hated his brother
Abel. God’s Law of love has been His
message from the beginning (I John
3:11-12). But men have refused it!

WHY We Need the Holy Spirit

Man was born without the vital spark
that will enable him to live forever.
Man is mortal. Man is subject to death.

Notice: “But if any hath not Christ’s
Spirit he is none of his. And if Christ
is in you” — living the same life in us
now by the Holy Spirit, as He lived by
the Holy Spirit while He was personally
on earth — “your body is indeed dead
because of sin; but the Spirit is LIFE
because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him” — the Father — “that
raised Jesus from the dead dwelleth in



you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead shall make alive your MORTAL
bodies through his Spirit that dwelleth
in you” (Romans 8:9-11).

How plain. The Holy Spirit imparts
the power to commence eternal life. We
inherited mortal life through Adam.
We became heirs of eternal life — heirs
of God — by being begotten through the
Holy Spirit, which is the LIFE of God.
“And the witness is this, that God gave
us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son” — w0t in an immortal soul. “Who
hath the Son hath the life; who hath
not the Son of God hath not the life.
These things have I written you,” says
John, “that ye may know that ye have
eternal life” (I John 5:11-13).

Eternal life with unending spiritual
power is a gift of God. It is an attribute
of the Holy Spirit. “For the wages of
sin is death; but the free gift of God is
eternal life” — if we already had it, it
would not be a gift; it would be inher-
ited — (Romans 6:23).

But the Holy Spirit does more than
impart to us the possibility of eternal
life. It imparts to us the characteristics
of the Almighty, the All-powerful God
the Father.

That portion of the Holy Spirit
which a person may receive, if he asks
God for it in conformity to His will,
may be compared to the germ or sperm
of physical life. It transmits God’s char-
acteristics and spiritual attributes to us.

The Germ of Eternal Life

First, notice that the Holy Spirit —
the germ by which we are begotten —
comes from the Father. God has mascu-
line characteristics. That is why we call
Him “Father” We are called the
“begotten children of God” (I John
3:1). God, then, has the power to beget
us as His children. He begets us “by
his Spirit.” Each portion of the Spirit by
which we are begotten is termed in the
Bible a germ or “seed.” Peter tells us
we are “begotten again, not of corrupt-
ible SEED, but of incorruptible, through
God’s word, which liveth and abideth”
(I Peter 1:23). Jesus completes this by
saying we must finally be born again —
at the resurrection — when we shall be
spirit. Now we are only flesh with the
spiritual germ of esernal life impreg-
nating us.
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Second, notice that an attribute of
God’s Spirit is perfect character. The
Holy Spirit, the germ of eternal life,
transmits that possibility into us. It is
the Spirit of obedience — of perfection.

Every begotten child of God must ask
God for the power to resist sin. We
must let Christ live His life in us
through the Holy Spirir. If Christ
abides in us, through the Holy Spirit,
we have the power which enables us to
resist practicing sin. Notice what Paul
wrote: “. .. for what I would, that do I
not; but what I hate, that do 1. If then I
do that which T would not, I consent
unto the law that it is coop ... For I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not” (Romans
7:15-18).

Notice how weak and powerless to
resist sin Paul really was. He necded
divine help — the same power that was
in Jesus Christ which enabled Him to
resist sin. That power comes from the
Holy Spirit of God!

The MIND of God

Conversion  starts  with
Conversion means change. Repentance
means a change, from the wrong to the
right. It is a change of mind. But that
change is not enough. We must receive
the Spirit of God in order for that
change to be permanent. Our minds
need to be developed to become like
God’s mind. “Have this mind in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
2:5). But how is this possible?

Your Bible reveals there is a spirit 72
man. It is not the man — it is some-
thing in the man. Connected with phys-
ical brain, it forms human wmind. It
impatts the power of intellect and per-
sonality that no animal can have. This
spirit in man is not conscious of itself.
It cannot know apart from the brain. It
is spirit essence. It is a human spirit.
Man, with this spirit, knows only physi-
cal things. It requires the addition of
another Spirit — God’s Holy Spirit —
to open the human mind to com-
prehension of spiritual things (I Cor.
2:9-11).

“The mind of the flesh” — with
which you were born — “is death” —
it produces death through sin; “but the

repentance.
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mind of the Spirit is life and peace.”

Few grasp how GREAT and all-
powerful God is — and how GREAT
His kindness is in making it possible
for us to have His Mind!

Now that we understand that the
Holy Spirit imparts eternal life and
spiritual characteristics of God, we can
better understand the NATURE and
attributes of the Spirit.

What It Means to Be
BORN of God

Only when one is born of God at the
resurrection does a person become per-
fect (I John 3:9-10). Christ is the only
human being thus far born of God. He
25 perfect. If He, so to speak, lives His
life in us by means of the Holy Spirit
— that is the same as saying we are to
live by every WORD of God, for Christ
is the WORD personified — Christ is the
Bible in action — we have at hand the
power of SELF-CONTROL — if we jyield
to His Spirit. We have the power to
grow toward a perfect character like
God!

Of course! If we are God’s children,
we are to grow up to become LIKE Him.
That is true of all nature. It is equally
true of Spirit as it is of matter.

Notice: “For his invisible attributes
since the world’s creation are clearly
seen, being perceived through the
things made, both his everlasting
power and divinity” (Rom. 1:20). The
physical creation reveals the divine
attribute of God to reproduce us in His
image. Nature reproduces — therefore
it reveals that God does. And if He is
our Father, if we are begotten of His
Seed, the Holy Spirit, we shall become
like Him. That is what the world does
NOT know!

The Family of God

Since there is a Heavenly Father, and
we are His begotten children, then God
must be a FAMILY! And the Church of
God must be composed of the begotten
Family of God. It is the Holy Spirit
that unites the Church.

Notice the family relationship in
Galatians 4:6-7: “God sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying
‘Abba,’” meaning “Father.” It is the
same Spirit by which we are placed or
immersed into the Church. “For in one
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Spirit also wese we all baptized into one
body” — the Church (I Cor. 12:13).

In Hebrews 12:9, the Almighty is
called “the Father of spirits.” We are
ultimately, at the resurrection, to be
composed of spirit — members of the
Divine Family (John 3:6).

In the resurrection the mortal bodies
we now have will be changed to “spiri-
tual bodies” (I Cor. 15:44) imbued
with the power of God.

Notice how often in Scripture we are
declared to be heirs of the DIVINE
NATURE — of immortal, incorruptible,
perfect, all-powerful SPIRIT possessing
the very MIND of God. We are to be
full partakers of the “divine nature” (II
Peter 1:4). But we may also receive a
patt of that power /n this life — NOw!
The apostolic church had that power —
so can we!

We Are Like an Egg

Whenever we become members of
God’s begotten Family, we receive a
portion — a seed or germ — of the
Father’s Holy Spirit. “On the nations
also was poured out the gift of the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 10:45). This gift is
called a seed. It is poured out from the
Father in heaven and, like physical life-
giving germs or sperms, unites with the
human spirit in each of our minds upon
conversion. Each human mind is like
the nucleus of an egg to which the Holy
Spirit or seed unites.

Just as the egg in a mother’s womb
must be nourished with life-giving food
through the placenta, so we must be
nourished by the Worp of God.

“The words that I have spoken,” said
Jesus, “ARE SPIRIT AND ARE LIFE”
(John 6:63). Those words are the
Bible. That is why man must live by
every word of God.

Just as the physical life-giving nutri-
ments circulate in the mother’s uterus,
so must the life of God circulate
through our minds. We drink in the life-
giving words of God from the Bible
through reading and studying and med-
itating. Then, just as the physical poi-
sons are carried through the umbilicus
by the bloodstream away from a fetus
in the womb, so must we allow our sins
to pass from us by asking forgiveness
through prayer to God, the shed blood
of Christ figuratively bearing our sins
away. But this is not all!

Not only must the words of God
flow into our minds through Bible
study, but SPIRIT must flow into ony
minds.

Notice that each converted Christian
receives a seed — composed of spirit,
not matter — which unites with the
human spirit in each repentant human
mind. That is what begets us. But that
spiritual germ must  spiritually grow
like the fetus in a mother’s womb. Let
“Christ be formed in you,” said Paul in
Galatians 4:19. And, “we must grow
up in everything” — in spiritual mind-
edness (Eph. 4:15).

How is that seed, now united with
our minds, going to grow?

By the addition of more Spirit — by
the “supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ” (Phil. 1:19).

Added to the germ which proceeds
from the Father there must be a contin-
wal supply of Spirit sent from Jesus
Christ so that our minds grow spiritu-
ally — till our minds become more and
more spiritual — till we grow to mature
spiritual minds. Spiritual growth comes
through PRAYER —earnest, heart-rending
prayer! Most people don’t grow spiri-
tually because they do not pray in
earnest!

Just as a fetus in a mother’s womb
must have physical substance added to
the original ovam (egg) and sperm, if
that new physical life is to develop, so
we must be FILLED WITH SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT “filled with the
Spirit” so that our minds grow spiritu-
ally.

The Holy Spirit from Christ and the
Father may be compared to a current of
electricity flowing through a light bulb.
We are that bulb. But there could be no
light without a filament inside of the
bulb. That fifament ts comparable to the
spiritual seed from the Father. As we
receive more of God’s Spirit, we emit
more power — more light! Our light
literally fills the room!

The expression “filled with the
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) does 7ot mean to
be filled with emotional manifestations
(which come from the flesh and not
from Spirit). It means that we are
imbued with Spirit from heaven admin-
istered through Jesus Christ in His
office as High Priest.

Notice how Paul explains this in
Romans 8:8-9: “But ye are not in the
flesh” — we are not motivated by
fleshly passions — “but in the Spirit”
—motivated and guided by Spirit —“if
so be that Gop’s Spirit dwelleth in
you.” That is the Holy Spirit in the
form of a seed from the Father trans-
mitting His characteristics. But notice
what Paul adds: “But if any hath not
CHRisT’s Spirit he is none of his.” That
is the Holy Spirit from the Father and
Jesus Christ, filling our minds so that
we can grow spiritually. This begettal
and growth through the Holy Spirit
most people have never understood.

Hidden in Old Testament Times

In the Old Testament, men did not
pray to the Father. But we pray to the
Father. No one addressed God as
Father in Old Testament times. Christ
came to declare Who the Father is — to
declare that we may be begotten of
Him: “God no one hath ever seen; an
only begotten” — Christ — “himself
God, who is [ascended] wunto the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him” (John 1:18, Panin trans.).

Then what about the prophets and
patriarchs of old? Did they not have
the same power as we can have today?
Did they not have the same power as
the apostles?

How did they have access to the
Spirit of God? Through the One who
was to become Christ (I Peter 1:11).
Christ, one of the members of the God-
Kingdom, was the One who adminis-
tered the Spirit to Moses, to Abel and
to all the faithful of old. He sent the
Holy Spirit of the Father to gwide them,
to give them faith and POWER. “And
these all, witnessed through their faith,
received not the promise, God having
foreseen something better concerning
us, that apart from us they be not made
perfect” (Heb. 11:39-40).

It was not fully revealed to the patri-
archs and prophets how one is begotten
and born into the Kingdom of God.
They knew only that through the Eter-
nal who would come to give His life a
ransom for many, they were empowered
by the Spirit of God. They knew that
the Spirit of God was not made avail-
able to the people in general. They
knew there would be a “new and living



way” (Heb. 10:19-20) whereby all
would have direct access to the Father

through Christ — that “whosoever
will” might partake of the Spirit of
God — “the carnest of the Spirit of

promise” (Eph. 1:14).

Today, we can have God’s life and
POWER as a very patt of our being,
enabling us to overcome and master our
human nature!

The NATURE of Spirit

Spiritual qualities and entities seem
so unreal to most people. And no won-
der. Spiritual things are invisible, not
discerned by the senses until revealed IN
WRITING in the Bible!

When we speak of the Holy Spirit,
many cannot grasp its nature. Yet the
Bible makes clear the nature of spirit.

Notice, “God is Spirit” (John 4:21).
The God family is composed of spirit.
The Father and the Son, who are com-
posed of spirit, have definite shape.
From one end of the Bible to the other
we are told about the shape and the
parts of each member in the God fam-
ily. The Father and the Son each have a
head, hair, eyes, nose, mouth, arms, fin-
gers, a torso, legs, feet, plus inward
parts. Man is in the /mage of God. Man
is matter, but God is spirit.

The Holy Spirit, like matter, exists in
various states. It not only composes the
members of the God Family, it also
flows through our minds, and empowers
us to do good works.

Also a Creative Spirit

Even though the Father and the Son
are in definite locations with respect to
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each other, spirit proceeds from them
and fills the entire universe much like
air fills everything on earth! Note
David’s words that God’s Spirit pet-
meates everything (Psalms 139:7-11).
Spirit is God’s life. Air contains the
physical life-giving oxygen of man.
Notice how similar the comparison is.

The divine Spirit that fills the entire
universe is the channel by which the
Father and the Son create. 'The Spirit of
God transformed the creative energy of
Father and Son into the physical world
we see around us. Man has no such
attribute or power born into him. But
man may form tools which transform
man’s  physical energy into visible
objects, into light, heat, and numerous
other physical manifestations.

Man is put here on earth to learn to
develop tools for limited creative work
— to train himself for the ETERNAL
GOAL — becoming part of the God
family, which means sharing control of
the creative Spirit of God.

God is a Family. The Father in
heaven wants yox to become a member
of His divine Family. You can be His
son if you surrender your whole life to
Him — believe all that is in the Bible
— believe Christ is your Saviour and
obey Him — and become filled with the
power of the Spirit of God. This
knowledge has now reached yoz. What
are you going to do about it?

Personal Counsel

We can help you do something about
it 7f you so desire. As a part of the
ApULT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, we
now have TRAINED MEN — graduates
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of AMBASSADOR COLLEGE — available
in all parts of the United States and in
many parts of the world. Actually most
of them are consecrated and ordained
ministers. They are ready to counsel
with you PERSONALLY — to answer
questions — to help you with any spiri-
tual problems.

We woN’T send anyone to see you,
unless you REQUEST Ir! But, if you
would like one of our trained men,
graduates of AMBASSADOR COLLEGE, to
call and counsel with you about any
problems, answer any questions — even
explain anything in the Bible, there is
such a man NEAR voU!

So please fecl free to invite such a
visit. These men won’t plead with you
— or even urge you — to “be con-
verted” or baptized, or to join any-
thing. Of course, if you WANT and
request help in finding God and letting
Christ REALLY come into your life, they
are fully qualified to HELP. They are
qualified to ExpLAIN the Bible if you
ask, but never will they argue. They,
and we here at the Headquatters of
this great Work, want only to help —
to serve. We count it a PRIVILEGE to
do so. O

If you are not yet a subscriber to
TOMORROW’S WORLD, a maga-
zine of Biblical understanding pub-
lished by the Ambassador College
Graduate School of Theology, be
sure to request a free subscription.

Also request our free article “This
Is the Life — Real Abundant Liv-
ing.” It shows you how to express
the fruits of the Holy Spirit.




